
Tutorial: Automatic Language Identification in Microblogs

Noisy  text  are  found  in  informal  settings  such  as  microblogs.  Such  text  may  contain  spelling  errors,
abbreviations, non-standard terminology, missing punctuation, misleading case information, as well as false
starts, repetitions, and special characters (Contractor et al., 2010). The Tweet “Much lov 4 u tmorrow” is noisy
because some of the words are contracted, misspelled or replaced by symbols.

According Lui, Lau and Baldwin (Lui et al., 2014) “language identification is the task of automatically
detecting the language(s) present in a document based on the content of the document”. Language
identification task has been considered solved for long documents written in a single language, among
others conditions (McNamee, 2005). However, according (Zubiaga et al., 2014) “the emergence of
social media and the chatspeak employed by its users has brought about new previously unseen issues
that need to be studied in order to deal with these kinds of texts”.

We will focus in fully automatic machine learning approaches to identify languages from short, noisy texts as
Twitter posts, based in TF-IDF and deep learning techniques.
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